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A look at the way good
early childhood education
provides a lletime of
benefits.
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KATHILEEMN SEELEY, child care director for the Bath Area Family YMOCA, savs businesses should consider the gualities
they look for in emplovees, and then think about whether the children in the community are learning those gualities,
“Soung children that are in an emvironment where hestthy relationships can form, common sense says, as those children
age, they're going 1o make better declsions,” she sald,

Bottom line on early learning:
Investment yields dividends

BY SETH KOEMNIG

daaes Netrowd St
BATH

g or the buginess community,
- inveatment in early childhood
1 development is more than a feel-
. good donation or tax write-off

An eagy theory (o grasp is that children
well cared for before school become
advanced students during school — and
axemplary emplovess in the work force
after schocl. But it's a theory that’s hard to
pin down with firm statistics, as intnitive
as it seems

“There are wvery few long-term longit-
dinal studies that connect early experi-
ence to later outcomes when the subjects
are of an age when they might be enter.
ing the job fores,” said Samuel Puimam,
an associate professor of psychology at
Bowdoin College who has studied toddler
devalopment and behavior,

But according to Jeff Sneddon, executive
director for the Mideoast Council for Busi-
ness Development and Planning (MCBDE},
more immediaie and clearent returns are
often songht by tosiness owners when con-

“When I'm looking at
someone to hire (af the
YMCA), I'm looking for the
fraifs that I wanti to see in the
children.”

Kathleen Seeley
Ruaih Area Farmily ¥MCA

sidaring where to spend their bensvolent
dollars,

“You can look at it from the payoff to the
basiness community long tarm, bat the
question people ask s, 'Is there a benefit
for now?™ he said.

Information provided to Sneddon and
athers at The Governor's Economic Sum-
mit on Early Childhood Mowv, 20 and Mo 30,
A7, in Rockland suggest the answer to
that question is; “Yes"
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Happy kids masns
happy parents J

According o a Harris pell
on child care,'51 parconi of
pareats say It has Bbeen
“extremply” oF “very™ diifi-
cult 1o And afferdahls cars,
while 44 parcent sakd the
same thing about high-guali-
¥ i

(¥ thoss, half say tha lack
of acceplnble child care
affected thelr ability “to do
eheeir job ad well 3 thay want-
ad to do ™ snd 43 percont say
child carn dharionmings “pre
vented thos fom taking & job
they warbed,"

A smbspguent Hacels pall
aptimabed that worksr ahidn-
teelsm directly thed to child
carc prabiems cost 18, basi.
neg=zea 33 Ll2on each yean

arith chul-Iconee Fagnilivs
— often with spousas who
work in differsmt chthes from
where they live — child cane
i5 an leeus,” sald Jedfoey Jor-
dan, deguty director of the
Mideaast Heglonal Redevelop-
ment Authorlty and former
Spnth Portland city manager
“And when you have 8 sleong
child cars system in place,
o1 have parents whi Gon
i on khelr work, "

Tha University of North
Carolina's Abocadarian Fro-
ject — which began track ing
children In early education
prograims feam thair births
betwemen 1872 and 19TT
ithprangh fhis s of 21 — Lased
e effects wn the children's
mathers as  helng pro-
nomeed,

“Muothers whose children
participated in the program
nchiceed higher eduacational
and employment stabus than
mothers whose children wire
pat in the programm,” the peo-
et repon bl

Happy parants draw

happy Industrias
A& 2006 study by Rob
Grunewald asd Arthuar Raol-
ek of the Federal Haterym
Dank of Minneapodis claima
that investdng in young chil:
dren i a much e effective
eccnomic slimislabor than tha
nvine comvendional subeidiss

and taxbroak packapes
“In the name of boosting
the local peenemy and Creat-
ing new jobe, vicually seery
stade b irbed o lure compa-
ales wilh pablic subabdbes”™

wrale Grunewald and Balndck
In & rommontary Uhat
appaared In the spring 08
edition of “Communities &
Banking,” a publication of
the Fedaral Reservi Bank of
Heatag, .

R the s fie the renit
ing bidding wars is short-
sighted and fundamantally
fawed,” the resaapehers con-
titisd, “Even the apparent
agonomic gaing at slats and
local lovels are swspect
becanss, more often than mol,
subeidized companies have
uther rensons fop pélocation
decisions and the public aub-
iy |a jost grame ™

The Maine Economic
Growth Coancll clalms that
ona of thoes DElser Poasons for
relocnilon decisions — and a
big one — {5 a strong commu-
nity focas on early childhood
denvolopment A& strang child
care wystam, the council
argues, "attracts now indus.
iry looking for a stabls, mell-
able work force and safer
communities,” acoording io
indformetion disgeitrted dur-
ing Mavember's summit.

Jordan's BMRRA s one of
many lecal organizations
focused on businets atirac.
thon. The aullscily ls chargad
wilh drawing companie: to
the 3,200-acre Bruaswick
Blaval Alr Stallon properiy
which will be turned over by
the Mavy for civilian redevel-
opmnnt 10 2001

“n} boeking at oppotiind-
ties for seomomic develop-
menk, one of he keys that we
heard from the publlc wae
acoras to day care — From e
standpolnt of beth quality
and affordability — near the
wock place™ said Jordan. “Tt's
interoeting that child care is
now part af the dissussion of
aomomle development.”

Tl Fopmer Lep wificial in
Sonth Portland sald that the
city eventaally reallned the
walue of quality child care in
it &fTarts to lure industrial
temanin,

“Whan [ was in Sosath Port-
lend. we went back Into
indusirial zomes 0 make
child care & permilbed use"
ho paid. =W lad people that
sakd, ‘Gese, you don't want o

- put eklldron anywhere near

indusirial developmeént.” But
we had & weman whe seid,
T 1ike to put a ghild care
facility kmto that industrlal
park.’ ‘We looked at I&, mnad it
snche denee

= nd happy iids grow ug
bn B2 happy employess

Samue] Pucnam, ssseciate
professer of psychology ot
Rowwdoin, sdmitted s -
cult to draw an exact lina
Eeiwesn how 4 yourg child &
sducated and how sipong a
worker that child will grow
up o hocome Bot ke did say
there are dome behaviers
thal, B prematad sarly oomld
sy 3 olalld well when b or
iha mares on through life

“1t depends what kind of
jobs we're AN about,” ke
said “For joba that oomnumand
kind of & “cold heart, thal’s
going to demand a different
kind of childhood experisnce
than Joba in) child care, for
Instases. But the things that
really ssem bo forgcadst
healthy developmeni are
attentional abilities apd
imgpuise contpal abilitjas.”

In a nutshall, foous and
patieres are bigges for Kidi

[l Pajsts 18 the preaident
af the beard of directers of
the local Family Foous, &
graup that cuns an sarly
learning contor (0 both Bath
and Brunswick, He tald &n
assambly af the Merrpmoot-
ing Board of Realbars pecent-
Iy that t8 pareent of people
In Mains'y 18to-24 ape brack-
#f gre nad |n school or work-
ing.

“One of the reasons for
that is thai they entered
gichoal wnprepared o learn™
doe bo insdeguale preé-
Eindergarien education, b
said.

Eathleen Sesley iz tha
child care direcior for the
Balh Area Family YMCA,
Erd Bl Beeinesses ehould
cansider the qaalities they
look for in amployess, and
then thick sbweat whetheor the
children In 1he comeinity
&re learning thnGe qualithsi

=Wpung chilitren thal e in
an eavirenment where
healthy relationships can
ferTe, COMMOn BT SN EE
those children age, They're
going to make betier dicl-
stons.~ she sald. “Twenly
years down the line, you can
think abou: what kinds of
docisions the children are
going to he making [-think
thal sp=aks 1o the bsines
comrman iy o the locg nm.

“hen I'm looking ne Same-
ans: o hice (al (e YMCA]L Ui
locking for the teails that 1
want bo saa in i chiklran,”
Seeley continuad. “Owver 20
yoars, [ Ehink [b's haed b line
L, bt T dio ballews hat every-
thing we're delng supports
business in fhe long ran and
the economic witality of our
country”
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