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'WOOLWICH CENTRAL SCHOOL teacher Sarah Sample evaluates a child's reasaning skills during the kindergarten
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inside thexr child undergoes the ritual nec.
essary to spend the next 13 years in the
educational system, It all begins 'Mﬂv the
SeTeEning process.

perspectives on wpvmrﬁmf{:wm No child fails the screening,

edducaiors i children “The screening is for the schonl's bene-
- fit,” says Sarah Sample. “We check out
et their large motor skills, fine motor skills,
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t's Day One of kindergarten screen-

ing at Woalwich Central School Tt

will be a long day for the teachers

doing the screening and another day
of screening will fallow this one.

The first stop for parents, their 5-year
lds clutching their hands, 1s with school
‘s drivers Dick and Julis Mackie, who sit
‘iehind @ table at the iraco o the Woal-
wich Central School libra
o show them the route, talk to them
about bringing notes if there are any
changes, and generally assare them,” said

f those things help us pregare for this
particular child

Here comes Angelo and his mother, Jes-
sica Bartmes. The mother is taken to
another room by guidance counselor Betty
Buchan, where they will discuss expecta-
tions and Buchan will answer any ques-
tions Bartmes may have.

Meanwhile, Beth Harrington takes
Angela inio a room where he will be asked
1o hop, skip and jump. This is the large
motor skills segment, When he's done with
that, he switches to a small motor skills,

P Ansyzing state and . where he demensétates how {0 hold & pen
Iocal sfforts to boister DICKlMﬂCEW- & 5 i cil. Then he goes 1o Kim Plummer, where
‘early childhood education “Them~ are the parents, who wait on :

Iolding chairs outside the Library while Pleuse see SEHOOL, Pige A1
Other studies show that
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he is asked to place blocks in
front of, behind, above and
below a model house.

While Angelo seems to enjoy
demonstrating his readiness
for kindergarten, his mother
waits with her younger toddler
in the landing, talking with
another mother, Bethany
Nicolino, whose daughter,
Courtney, is also in the library
doing the screening,

kindergarten programs pro-
duce adults who are less Likely
to participate in crime and
delinquency. less Likely to
become pregnant as teen-
agers, make hizher wages and
contribute to stronger, mare
stable families

The Phippsburg prakinder-
garten Program was an out-
growth of the Preschool Ini-
tiative Callaborative, which
met in 2005 with the goal of
exploring passibilitiss, PIC
led to CHOICES, f‘h]]dn’n
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“It brings a lump in my
throat.” she says, when asked
how it feels to have a child
ready to start school. ‘It is a
big moment "
it is, when you consider
that entering kindergarten is
ot just entering a classroom
for he fivst time, but it's the
beginning of the rest of a
ehild’s life. They enter at 5
years old and leave when
ihey're 17 or 16, ready to enier
society. Or so we like to think.
But recent research has
shown that by starting a
child’s education a year earii
er.at the age of 4, society can
reap much benefit. That is the
basis the movement
toward public schools offer
ing pre-kindergarten for 4.
year-olds. Woolwich school
officials are planning their
new school to include a pre
Kindergarten program.

Now and later

It may seem obvions and
Intuitive. but it's true that
children who participate in
early childhood education
reap benefits in later years
Aceording Lo the Web site
wWWW preknow org, studies
over the years have shown
that pre-kindergarten pro
grams increase high school
graduation rates, help chil
dren do better on standard
fzed tests, curtail grade repe
tition and reduce the number
of children placed in special
education.
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Iaborative Early Setting
Rosalie Powers directs the
pre-kindergarten program
officials hope t0 @Xtend i ot stten
10 other schools in the new
Regional Schoal Unit 1 district
the 2006-10 school year.
“The PIC program hrings 4
year-olds into the school,
Powers said, “They meet the
teachers, observe the routines
and the schoal schedule, Onoe.
a month we have family fun
night at the school, And we
have a condensed version of a ed for
sehool day, where the children
take the school bus from the
post office to the sehool and
gothr nl\g'ha(ﬂum'\ dayinan  attended
orme teen parents meurpwswmm Do employed ananad
Set to hesm its third year,
the CHOICES program is
deemed & success by Chris
Anderson, speech therapist at
Phippsburg

“It’s been very successful,"
Anderson saii. “We've found
that it helps the parents as
much 48 the children, They
feel better when their child
finally enters kindergarten,
beeause they're familiar with
the teachers and the rourine.
And with the kids, we've
found fewer cases, 3 notable
drop, in children acting out or
erying that first day”

Predindergarten programs
vay dividends to the entire
community, For every dollar
spent on i, the tax]
§7 by reducing the need for
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dren, those who atienderd pr

msn ther peers who had been
Kindesgarten participants.
P North Carclina chidren who

THE PRE-KINDERGARTEN

chitdhond sducalion programs shaw the

peers who did not have preindergarten

— Wichigan fourthgragsrs who had atiended
pre-kindésgarten passed the state’s [ teracy and

it peers who had no prekindergarten.
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remedial and special educa
tion, welfare and criminal
justice services, aoconding fo
a Rand study in California
And a ULS. Deparmment of
Health and Human Services
study showed that children
who atrended pre-kinder
garten at Head Start centers
had more advanced skills in
areas including following
divections, problem solving
and joining 1n activities, thns
improving efficiency and pro
ductivity in the classroom,
Maine Attorney General
Steven Rowe last September
1ol members of & new com.

payer saves

Bource: v premoworg.

mission formed to develop a
strategic priorities plan for
Maine's young children that
spending more money on
early ehildhood service now
will save money lates

“The earlier you invest, the
higher the remrn,” he said.

Back in Woolwich, the
screening contintes into the
afternoon.

“The object of the screen-
ing is to determine what each
child needs from us to be suc-

Sample said it's obvious
mast of the time who has had
a preschosl experience when
they sailing throngh the
screening process, Still, as
Conrmey Nicolina's mother
will tell yon, even though she
is prepared for the big moment
of entering kindergarten, the
mother stillfinds it emerional.

“I remember my own entry
into kindergarten,” Bethany
Nicolino said. “I remember
being overwhelmed, but excit

cessful in sehool,” suid Sam-  ed. | know Courtney will do

ple. “We are obligated to pro-  fine.”

wide an education to every- [
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one, Tt's the law.”



