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look at the way good
sarly childhood education
 provides a lifetime of

. benefits

® Monday: The vital role of
preschool in preparing a
student for kindergarten

® Tuesoar: A peek into the
kindergarten screening
process

1 Wepnesoav: How early
education success or
fallure translates to crime
rates of the future

® Thurspay: Drawing a link
between early education
and worker productivity

S TONAY: ANALYZING STATE AND
LOCAL EFFORTS TO BOLSTER
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Pushing government to work for kids

Lawmakers,
advocates call for
greater investment
in early childhood
programs

B8Y DARCIE VIOORE
Times Record Staff

BRUNSWICK

1% i ostadvocates of
A\ /| promoting good
/L early childhood
development in Maine are
familiar with a significant
statistic: 85 percent of brain
development occurs by age 3
and 90 percent by kinder-
garten.

Attorney General Steven
Rowe, in a presentation
titled “Invest Early in
Maine’s Future,” explains
that in the early years, neu-
rological connections lay
the foundation for intellec-
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REP. SEAN FAIRCLOTH, D-Bangor, who just completed his
10th year as a legislator, said improving the early child-
hood experience remains his primary goal. He said society
is falling down when it comes to early childhood interven-
tion. “It's a dramatic problem,” he said.

Bangor, formerly worked in
the child protective division
of the attorney general’s
office, where he saw horri-
ble child abuse cases. Later,
as a drug prosecutor in the

tual, emotional, social,
moral and physical develop-
ment. Communicating that
message presents its own
challenge.

Rep. Sean Faircloth, D-

same region, he saw a lot of
the same children and fami-
lies.

“I really felt that the attor-
ney general’s office and the
child protective cops all do
noble work, but you're kind
of dealing with a problem
after it's a disaster,” Fair-
cloth said.

FFaireloth, who just com-
pleted his 10th year as a leg-
islator, said improving the
early childhood experience
remains his primary goal.
He said society is falling
down when it comes to early
childhood intervention. “It's
a dramatic problem,” he
said.

Bob Davis, chairman of
the local United Way board
of directors, formerly
chaired the Success by 6
council and agrees about
the importance of early
childhood intervention.

“If people understood the
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significance and the develop-
ment of a child who’s 2, 3, 4, 5
(years old) ... and the impact that
society can have on that child, it
is just enormous,” he said. “We
know through the studies that
one-third of children come to
school unprepared to learn.”

Compounding the problem
is that children of this age
haven’t had proper advocacy.

“I think that, to some extent,
may be why very few dollars
are allocated” to early child-

* hood intervention, he said.

Faircloth chaired the Com-
mission to Develop a Strategic
Priorities Plan for Maine’s
Young Children, which was
established last year through
an amendment to “An Act to
Ensure the Success of All
Maine Families Through Early
Care and Education,” legisla-
tion sponsored by Faircloth.

" The commission’s task was to
identify and implement best
practices to incréase the quality
of child care services and
address current limits on access
to high-quality care based on a
parent’s ability to pay.

The commission templeted
a report in December 2007
which can be found at
Www.mainegov-
images.informe.org/legis/opl
a/youngchildreport.pdf.

“We got some of our report
passed into law this session,”
said Faircloth. ‘A lot of other

parts were not passed into 14w,
so we made some good.steps
forward in the 2008 session but
we've got a long way to go.”

One of the important
accomplishments is the per-
manent creation of the Chil-
dren’s Growth Council, which
is charged with overseeing
and improving a range of
childhood development issues,
and making sure legislators
and business leaders are com-
mitted to working together.

The report’s executive sum-
mary states that the commission
“concluded that investment in
quality early care and education
will yield significant benefits,”
in the areas of brain develop-
ment, state economy, state bud-
get and return on investment.
The rate of return on invest-
ment in early care and educa-
tion is estimated to be at 16 per-
cent, according to the summary

Faircloth noted that child
care workers lack adequate
support from society and on
average earn less hourly wages
than animal trainers and pedi-
curists. According -to the
Maine Department of Labor,
child care providers rank 596th
out of 647 detailed occupations,
with mean hourly wage of
$9.42 compared to manicurists
and pedicurists at $9.72 or ani-
mal trainers at $15.55.

Other investments in early
childhood education are simi-
larly lacking. Out of roughly
46,000 children younger than
5 who need child care while
their parents work, there are

only 28,400 licensed spaces
available for them, leaving 40
percent of Maine’s youngest
children unserved by formal
child care programs, accord-
ing to the Governor’s Eco-
nomic Summit on Early
Childhood presentation.

Tough to be a teacher

Faircloth said there’s a
“Catch 22" for early childhood
providers who want to
become teachers. With the
amount of hours they work
and the cost of that education,
it’s very diffictilt to make that
decision, said Faircloth.

“It is a gauge of society pri-
orities, and it concerns me,”
said Faircloth. “I want to see
the conditions improve.”

There was movement in that
direction with the creation of
the first-ever Governor’s Eco-
nomic Summit on Early Child-
hood in November 2007,

Something else that may
help improve the quality of
early child education and care
is a bill signed by Gov. John
Baldacci April 23-that allows
child care providers to union-
ize. According to a release from
the office of House Speaker
Glenn Cummings, who spon-
sored the bill, the measure
allows the state to recognize
the union’s efforts on behalf of
the 2,200 family child care
providers in the state who care

“for nearly 17,000 children.

Dean Crocker, executive
vice president of programs
for the Maine Children’s
Alliance, is one advocate
involved in public policy-mak-
ing on behalf of children.

“We have for a long time
thought that the way we
spend a lot of our public dol-
lars is not the best,” he said.
“We’ve advocated for public
policy that focuses much
more” on the research of
learning and how it works.
“We think that our most effec-
tive investment clearly is in
young children.”



NEw Law: ‘AN AcT TO INVEST
IN MAINE'S YOUNG CHILDREN’

The following items are key ele-

ments of a bill passed in
December 2007 called “An

Act To Invest in Maine's Young

Children.” The bill is based on
the Commission to Develop a
Strategic Priorities Plan for
Maine's Young Children
report, which was ordered by
Gov. John Baldacci. The legis-
lation was signed into law on
April 23.

--- Establishes the Maine Chil-
dren's Growth Council, for one
year, contingent on receiving
outside funding. In making ini-
tial appointments, the
appointing authorities must
consider persons who serve
on the Children's Cabinet
Task Force on Early Childhood.
Duties include reviewing rec-
ommendations of legislative
studies and advisory commit-
tees regarding young chil-
dren and the Children’s
Cabinet; and adopting
and updating a long-
term plan for investing
in healthy development
of young children.

— Reduces the maximum inter-
est on loans to quality child
care projects to 3 percent.

— Requires the Department of
Health and Human Services
to offer voluntary universal
home visiting for new families
with children through age 5,
as permitted by the availability
of funds.

-~ Increases the maximum
annual disbursement from the
quality child care education
and scholarship program from
$2,000 to $3,000, for
individuals.

— Requires DHHS to review
unification of policies
regarding child care subsidies
granted by the Temporary

Assistance to Needy Families

program and the Office of
Child Care and Head Start,

and reporting to the

Legislature's joint

standing committee

with juridiction over
health and human
services matters, by

Jan. 15, 2009.

SOURCES: Jane Orbston, senior legislative analyst for the Maine Legislature,
and the Weh site www.mainelegislature.org.

Having reorganized the
state’s division of early child-

hood and the Department ot

Human Services, which
brought all of the state’s
resources for children together;
there is still a lot of work left,
Crocker said. That’s why the
Maine Children’s Alliance is
advocating for a unified screen-
ing process to help identify the
children at risk or who have
disabilities early on.

The number of students
identified as behaviorally
handicapped doubles from
age 4 to age 5, according to
the report on Children’s Men-
tal Health released in March
2007. Those statistics were
based on 2006 numbers.

“The increase indicates
that we are just not identify-
ing these students as early as
we need to,” and when it
would make the most differ-
ence, Crocker said.

The Maine Children’s
Alliance has been working
with the state and pediatri-
cians to identify areas of prac-
tice that nced improvement.

Trouble from Washington

But federal funding cuts
may take programs back-
wards. Crocker said the feder-
al government will cut $12
million in Medicaid funding
for childhood development
services through the Depart-
ment of Education this fall.

And, the Head Start program
would lose Medicaid family
support services funds, which
are a cornerstone of the pro-
gram. “That is a major prob-
lem,” Crocker said.
“Congress just went though
the process of passing a stim-
ulus package,” to get money
into the hands of families to
increase activity in the econo-
my, Crocker said. “At the
same time, Congress is with-
drawing an amount equal or
larger ... it makes no sense.”
The alliance advocates
earned income tax credits to
put money in the hands of low-
income families, Crocker said.

An optimist

“Qverall, [ think that more
positive things are going on
now than negative,” Crocker
said. “We have some chal-
lenges. We have this federal
financing thing that we need
to overcome, but on the other
hand, we have a very clear
commitment in this adminis-
tration and in the Legislature,
to early childhood.”

Crocker said the way to
ensure the health of children
isn't complicated.

“What makes kids healthy
is kids living in decent homes
... {with) decent food and
clothing, parents that support
their education and a commu-
nity that invests in schools,
provides a high-quality edu-
cation programs.”

Rowe said more people are
hecoming enlightened about
the need for early childhood
investment and the link to the
economy, though he acknowl-
edged that “when you make
the investment, it requires
some patience to see bigger
payments,” or returns.

“It doesn’t start at the
kindergarten level; it starts in
the womb,” Rowe said. “This is
about changing the paradigm
we live in. It matters how well
that child does. We're all con-
nected. We need to realize and
value that the success of our
community should not be mea-
sured by the most prosperous,
but by the poorest.”

“The bottom line in the cure
is people at the local level who
care about each other,” Crock-
er said. “You can’t replace that
with government.”
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